
Reed and Carroll, as well as let-
ters from Carroll to his wife,
Jennie, and other family mem-
bers, constitute the gift of rare
letters that the Health Sciences
and Human Services Library
received on Dec. 6, 2004, from
Theodore E. Woodward, MD,
professor emeritus and retired
chair of the Department of
Medicine in the School of
Medicine. Woodward, a medical
historian, is the author of History

Karen McClure treats a victim in Sri Lanka.

ROSALIA SCALIA

“Did the mosquito do it?”
Around the turn of the 20th 
century, Dr. Walter Reed penned
that query to Dr. James Carroll,
to see if there was sufficient evi-
dence to implicate the insect as
the carrier that spread yellow
fever—the dreaded disease that
was a major scourge, especially in
the tropics.

Reed, who was renowned for
his research into the cause and
spread of typhoid, had been
appointed head of the U.S. Army
Yellow Fever Commission.
Carroll, an 1891 School of
Medicine alumnus, was a member
of the commission. At the time
Reed wrote the letter from
Washington, D.C., Carroll was in
Cuba, where the disease was killing
U.S. soldiers at an alarming rate.

The correspondence between

of the Department of Medicine,
University of Maryland School of
Medicine.

Woodward, now almost 91,
had acquired the letters years ago
from Carroll’s distant relatives,
and had long intended to give
them to the library. That plan
was realized last December, after
a staff member of Medical
Services at the Veterans Affairs
Maryland Health Care System

Tsunami Touches UMB

ROSALIA SCALIA

The tsunami that wreaked havoc in many parts of Asia has had ramifi-
cations for the University as well. A number of students and faculty
members with family and friends abroad have been deeply affected,
while others went to participate in relief efforts.

Karen McClure, MS, RN, clinical instructor at the School of
Nursing, joined a Mission to the World Disaster Relief Team and 
traveled to Sri Lanka, where nearly a million people remain homeless.
Nursing student Kevin Driscoll went to Thailand to render aid. Jesse
Harris, PhD, dean of the School of Social Work, joined 15 students
and faculty members on a trip to India, where they worked with faculty
and students from the Rajagiri College of Social Sciences School of
Social Work to assist nearby victims.

On a more personal level, PharmD student Malluwah Priyantha
comes from Sri Lanka’s coastal area where the giant waves hit. “I am
from a family of five. Two of my family members died, and another
family’s house was completely destroyed. My father is hosting two fam-
ilies who lost everything,” says Priyantha, who returned to his home-
land for eight days in January.

“After it first happened, my younger brother Amal, who is 26, was
missing for four days. He works down by the docks on a tugboat. As it
turned out, he was out to sea and didn’t feel anything out of the ordi-
nary. Amal said it felt just like a high tide,” adds Priyantha. Although
Amal and his crew returned safely to shore, his aunt and cousin, whose
house stood on the beach, remain among the missing.

“You couldn’t believe the sight of the devastation—or the smell,”
says Priyantha. “When I was there, they were trying to locate a
crowded bus that had been buried beneath the mud. At that point, the
authorities had an idea of where the bus was beneath the mud, but it
wasn’t raised yet. When the bodies were found, they couldn’t be
touched because they would just fall apart after having been in the
mud or water for a long time. They were burned on the spot.”

Third-year dental student Liz Rizberg spent Dec. 24-29 in Thailand.
“We were with friends in one of the resorts at the time. We felt the
earthquake early in the morning, but then it became calm. In an hour
and a half, we saw the sea receding, and then we witnessed the
tsunami. Our hotel was a little uphill, so we were not injured, but we
saw everything. The damage to our hotel was limited to flooded and
contaminated pools and some overturned cars. We never gauged the
real damage until we went to the nearby town. We saw that there was
nothing there but completely destroyed houses and cars on top of one
another. I saw injured and dead people, kids, animals. The whole scene
was awful,” she says.

The Pharmacy School’s strong ties to Thailand generated some first-
hand reports of the situation there. J. Edward Moreton, PhD, professor
of pharmacology and coordinator of the School’s Thai/U.S. Pharmacy
Education Consortium, says, “Siriporn Kritiathanmakul, one of the
Pharmacy School’s recent clinical faculty visitors from Prince of
Songkla University, reported that she had friends missing in Phuket
and nearby Krabi. Somruedee Rimdusit, another former clinical faculty
visitor, is employed at Krabi hospital and reported that the staff is
working around the clock, taking care of survivors.”

On a positive note, Moreton says that “our Thai students here in the
United States report that their families and loved ones are safe.”

Dr. Walter Reed
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MLK Diversity Recognition Awards
ROSALIA SCALIA

Each year, the University honors
two campus individuals or groups
with the Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. Diversity Recognition Award
for demonstrating leadership in
the areas of diversity and inclu-
siveness. The recipients serve as
models of the personal qualities
and commitment needed to
achieve the ideals of equality, jus-
tice, and opportunity for all people.

This year’s awards were pre-
sented on Feb. 2 at a celebration
of the birthday of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. and Black
History Month. The theme for
this event was “Together at a
Table of Brotherhood.”

The award winners were a fac-
ulty group and a student team,
both from the School of Law.
The faculty members—Michael
Millemann, JD; Renee Hutchins,
JD; and Steven Schwinn, JD—
and students (named below)
worked tirelessly to prove the
innocence of Walter Arvinger, 55,
who had been sentenced to life
imprisonment at age 19 for a
murder he did not commit.

For 18 months, the professors
guided the student defense team
through the case. Based on their
efforts, Gov. Robert L. Ehrlich Jr.
commuted Arvinger’s life sen-
tence, allowing him to be freed
on Nov. 29, 2004 [see related
article, VOICE, Jan. 2005].

Karen Rothenberg, JD, MPA,
dean of the School of Law, nomi-

nated the faculty and student
groups for the awards. She wrote,
“Professors Millemann, Hutchins,
and Schwinn were instrumental
in providing assistance that
changed the life of Mr. Walter
Arvinger. After 36 years in prison
for a crime he did not commit,
he is, today, at home with his
family. They also inspired law
students, many of whom lose
their enthusiasm and optimism
about affecting the world and the
justice system while in law school.”

The Law School faculty cre-
ated the Post-Trial Process Clinic
in response to hundreds of
requests for legal assistance
received each semester from pris-
oners like Walter Arvinger.
Rothenberg also stated that the
use of the Arvinger case in the
School of Law’s legal writing pro-
grams has served as an innovation
in the School’s curricula and as a
national model of legal pedagogy.

“Most important, the students
convinced the Parole Comm-
ission and Governor to release
from prison an innocent man
who never should have been con-
victed in the first place, and, in
the process, they supported the
decision by the Governor to re-
establish the tradition of execu-
tive clemency in the state of
Maryland,” the dean wrote. “In
the future, this will protect the
liberty of others who should not
be incarcerated, and this latter
development is one of the most
important in the state’s criminal

justice system in recent times.”
Congratulating the award win-

ners, University President David
J. Ramsay, DM, DPhil, noted
that “this work on behalf of
Walter Arvinger is an example of
why the School of Law clinical
law program is nationally recog-
nized. The dedication and advo-
cacy of these professors and
students typify the excellence that
is the standard for the University
of Maryland, Baltimore.” 

The award-winning student
team consisted of Nathan
Gardner Andrews, Erik Arena,
Joal Barbehenn, Anthony D.
Briggs, Lawrence Bullard,
Elisabeth Carmichael, Jennifer L.
Curry, Robert Daniels, Marc
DeSimone, Paul Dillbeck,
Cristina Dugan, Brian Furlong,
Chantelle Green, Meighan
Griffin, Joshua Hantman, April
Hitzelberger, Edward Hsieh,
Brendan Hurson, Amanda Just,
Sarah Keogh, John Lennon,
Minh-Tam Lien, William A.
Logan, Emily Malarkey, Francis
McCormick, Phillip Pierson,
Sajeed Popat, Andrea K.
Rambarose, Sara A. Reamer, Julie
Reddig, Alex Tanouye, Marisa
Tanphaichitr, Matthew Warner,
Shoshana Wolf, Jongjit
Wongsrikasem, and the late Ryan
Easley, who graduated in spring
2004 and then worked in the
School of Law Thurgood
Marshall Law Library as a
research fellow.

Dr. James Carroll

Library Receives Gift of
Walter Reed Papers
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Dean from Baghdad Visits
School of Pharmacy

USGA Roundup

LINDA CASSARD

Shin Nippon
Biomedical
Laboratories, Ltd.
(SNBL), an interna-
tional pharmaceutical
development company,
has created a sub-
sidiary—the SNBL
Clinical Pharmacology
Center, Inc.—that will
soon be a major tenant
in the UMB BioPark. 

Founded in 1957 in
Kagoshima, Japan, SNBL has more than
1,100 employees worldwide, with branches
in China, Europe, and the state of
Washington. The center will assist U.S.
pharmaceutical companies in bringing
their products to market through product
testing and development.

SNBL selected UMB BioPark because of
the University’s significant resources. UMB
faculty will serve as consultants on clinical
trials conducted by SNBL. The consulting
services will include designing protocols,
providing pharmacokinetic analyses, and
assisting with data management and analysis.

“SNBL is fortunate to have such a for-
midable partner as the University of
Maryland, Baltimore,” says Takeshi
Yamakawa, chief operating officer of the
new subsidiary. “SNBL is eager to create
job opportunities and advance medical
research in the greater Baltimore area.” 

President David J. Ramsay, DM, DPhil,
says, “This is exactly the kind of private-
public partnership we want to foster in
developing the BioPark, and we are
delighted that SNBL, a company with
whom we have had an ongoing relation-
ship, has decided to make this investment.”
The project is expected to generate 40 jobs

MIKE LURIE

A highlight of the fall semester for the
School of Pharmacy was a daylong visit by
Mustafa Mohammed Amin Al-Hiti, dean
of Pharmacy College
at the University of
Baghdad. The visit
afforded an opportu-
nity for the School of
Pharmacy community
to learn about the
life-threatening dan-
gers faced by univer-
sity administrators in
Baghdad, especially
during the height of
Saddam Hussein’s
brutal reign.

As part of his
presentation, Al-Hiti
recalled his narrow
escape from personal
danger in late September 2003, when
someone fired three shots at his car near
the gate of his college in Baghdad. “I am in
more danger of being assassinated now
than in Saddam’s time; but I love being
there now, because this is a time of hope,”
he remarked.

To illustrate the terrifying nature of liv-
ing in Baghdad under Hussein’s rule, Al-
Hiti recalled a conversation with a friend
and colleague who had been arbitrarily
jailed at the Abu Ghraib prison for 3 years 

before the American takeover. The friend
told him that Iraqi law mandated the exe-
cution of 40 prisoners every Wednesday.
Making any derogatory comments about
Saddam was a capital offense.

The Hussein regime, Al-
Hiti said, de-emphasized
the value of education by
directing 95 percent of
the nation’s income from
oil sales toward the mili-
tary. As a result, funding
for education was minus-
cule. Moreover, added Al-
Hiti, the quality of
education suffered further
because many students
attended the university
not from a sincere desire
to pursue academic goals
but to escape military
service.

“You offer just an
incredible story,” said David Knapp, PhD,
dean of the School. “It is hard to imagine
what we would do in our School of
Pharmacy after 20 years of oppression like
this.”

Al-Hiti’s visit to the United States
included stops at Virginia Commonwealth
University, the University of Texas, and the
Chicago campus of the University of
Illinois. He labeled his visit the “first step
in a 1,000-mile journey.”

the day, to pick up their funds.
This year, the USGA is participating

fully in intercollegiate governance activi-
ties, such as the student councils of the
University System of Maryland (USM) 
and the Maryland Higher Education
Commission. 

“We have also put forth a strong candi-
date for student regent, a School of Law
student named Scott Richman,” says
Shepard. The student regent serves on the
USM Board of Regents and has full voting
privileges.

“We have steady attendance at all our
meetings and strong participation in our
subcommittees,” Shepard observes. “I am
proud that the current senators are so ener-
getic and willing to pitch in to accomplish
the USGA’s mission. We are more plugged
into campus than ever before,” he adds.

The USGA also organizes several social
events each year, many in conjunction with
other campus groups. A boat-cruise brunch
is planned for later in the spring, as is an
outing to an Orioles vs. Yankees baseball
game.

DANIELLE SWEENEY

The University Student Government
Association (USGA) meets monthly to dis-
cuss student issues and concerns. All stu-
dents are automatically members of the
USGA and can attend meetings, but only
USGA senators can vote. Each School
elects or appoints a certain number of sen-
ators each year according to a formula
based on each school’s enrollment, explains
Cynthia Rice, USGA’s advisor in Student
Services.

James Shepard, USGA president and a
student in the School of Law, notes that
the organization’s primary role is enabling
students to have a voice on campus. “The
USGA was principally responsible for the
institution of the Caravan (neighborhood
shuttle-bus service) and the blue-light
(emergency) phones in years past,” he says.
“This year, we have been working on
encouraging the administration to create
late pickup days for refund checks.”   

According to Shepard, the Student
Accounting office closes at 4:30 p.m.,
which makes it difficult for part-time stu-
dents, who often arrive on campus later in

and represents $5 million in direct capital
investment for the state.                      

With SNBL’s commitment, the six-story
wet lab and office building, located at 800
West Baltimore Street, is nearly 70 percent
leased and scheduled for occupancy in May
2005. Joining SNBL in Building One is
UMB’s recently recruited unit of the
American Red Cross Holland Labs, which
will occupy floors two and three and will
bring 100 staff members and $10 million
in NIH funding. UPM Pharmaceuticals, a
UMB startup drug technology firm, will
also be located in Building One. [See
related article, VOICE, Nov./Dec. 2004].

“Companies moving to the BioPark will
have access to our labs, facilities, and
expertise in particular—the environment
we’re creating in the BioPark sets the stage
for many new collaborations,” says Jim
Hughes, MBA, vice president for research
and development at UMB. 

Dean Al-Hiti visits UMB.

Walter Reed Papers

happened to find the box of papers while
looking for some other materials in
Woodward’s office. The staff member
brought them to Dr. Philip Mackowiak,
MD, who then contacted Woodward.
Mackowiak is professor and vice chairman
of the Department of Medicine at the
School of Medicine and director of the
Medical Care Clinical Center of the
Veterans Affairs Maryland Health Care
System.

While Woodward expects to donate
additional medical artifacts to the library,
the collection of rare letters is, according to
M. J. Tooey, the library’s executive director,
an unexpected blessing. “We knew of the
letters. We knew Dr. Woodward had them,
but we didn’t know where they were until
they turned up in a box in excellent condi-
tion,” she says. “These letters are extremely
important from both historical and public
health perspectives.”

The letters “speak to a different time—a
time when letter-writing was important,
when letters revealed the thought
processes behind the evolution of ideas,”
says Richard Behles, MLS, historical
librarian and preservation officer for the
Theodore W. Woodward Special
Collections Suite at the library.

The letters offer insight into the
thoughts—and relationship between the
two men, whose research was performed at
great personal risk. When Reed returned to
the United States, Carroll became second
in command in Cuba, to oversee daily
operations until the mission’s end.

Carroll and Dr. Jesse Lazear, another
member of the commission, were among
those who volunteered to be bitten by
mosquitoes that had earlier fed on yellow-

fever patients, to test the hypothesis that
the insect was the disease carrier. Both men
became violently ill, and Lazear died.
Carroll survived and informed Reed that
the mosquito appeared to be the culprit.

Based on that finding, Cuba’s chief sani-
tation officer, Col. William Gorgas, got rid
of mosquito breeding grounds in Havana
and eradicated the disease there in 1902.

According to Tooey and Behles, the
results were published in a scholarly paper,
but the cache of letters offers a fuller con-
text of the events, including the men’s per-
sonalities, intrigues, tensions, petty
jealousies, dedication to their work, and
exuberance at the discovery.“The scholarly
article does not relay the excitement inher-
ent in the greatest medical discovery of the
times,” says Tooey. 

“In the letter asking if the mosquito did
it, Reed exclaims, ‘Hip! Hip! Hurrah! God
be praised for the news from Cuba today! I
shall simply go out and get boiling drunk!’
This is not something that would ever turn
up in a scholarly journal,” adds Tooey with
a smile.

For Woodward, whose work and teach-
ing have touched thousands of the state’s
physicians who were trained at the Medical
School, research and clinical practice were
entwined. During his long career at the
University of Maryland, he earned interna-
tional recognition for his work on infec-
tious diseases and devotion to teaching.

As a member of the Army Typhus
Commission, Woodward was instrumental
in reporting the first cure for typhus and
typhoid fever during World War II. He
combated typhus epidemics in southern
Italy, France, Germany, Egypt, and Aden—
work that earned him a Nobel Prize nomi-
nation.

Continued from page 1

UMB BioPark Lands
Japanese Pharmaceutical
Firm

Building One of UMB BioPark nears completion.

UMB BioPark
www.umbbiopark.com

On the Web
Shin Nippon Biomedical Laboratories
www.snbl.com/en/index.html 
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Karen H. Rothenberg, JD, MPA,
dean and professor, School of Law,
was featured in Baltimore magazine’s
“B Side” section in the February
issue. The School, the story notes, “is
consistently ranked in the top tier in
the U.S. News & World Report’s
annual (and influential) graduate
school guide, one of the most cov-
eted lists around.” Rothenberg’s
efforts in creating the Law and Health
Care Program and her passionate
interest in musical theater were also
cited.

In a live interview for WBAL-TV’s
health segment on Jan. 16, Robert
Ord, DDS, MD, chair of the
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial
Surgery, Dental School, reported an
increase in the number of women and
nonsmokers being treated for oral
cancer. Alexander Pazoki, DDS, MD,
program director in the department,
noted that there are opportunities for
head and neck reconstruction after
the cancer is treated. 

According to a Baltimore Sun story
from Jan. 15, the U.S. Navy is chal-
lenging whether it must pay the gover-
nor’s new “flush tax” at its numerous
facilities in Maryland, a move that could
prompt all military installations and fed-
eral agencies in the state to do the
same and create a major funding short-
fall for the landmark legislation. Garrett
Power, LLM, professor, School of
Law, was quoted.

According to an article that ran in the
Baltimore Sun (Dec. 26) and the Fort
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel (Jan. 11),
forgiveness has recently become a
respectable topic of scientific studies.
In his clinical practice, Fred DiBlasio,
PhD, professor, School of Social
Work, has found that using forgive-
ness can speed up therapy. Also
quoted is Lydia Temoshok, PhD,
professor, School of Medicine,
and director, Behavioral Medicine
Program, Institute of Human
Virology.

A Jan. 11 article in the Washington
Times addressed the nation’s short-
age of pharmacists. Next year’s
implementation of a new Medicare
drug benefit is expected to increase
the nation’s demand for pharmacists,
who already are in short supply. “The
good news is although there is a
shortage of pharmacists, there is no
shortage in the number of people who
want to become pharmacists,” says
David Knapp, PhD, dean, School of
Pharmacy.

In a story covered by the Baltimore
Sun on Jan. 9, 12 graduate students
from the School of Pharmacy spoke
recently to nine classes at Elkton High
School as part of a weeklong drug
and alcohol education program,
offered through the School’s Student
Committee on Drug Abuse Education.
School of Pharmacy students quoted
were Nick Tsourounis, Paul Ku,
Jeffrey Kang, and Dave Heirholzer.

Brenda Afzal, RN, MS, project man-
ager with the Environmental Health
Education Center in the School of
Nursing, discussed mercury poison-
ings and related environmental haz-
ards in a spot on WBAL-TV on Jan. 6.

New Appointments at the 
School of Social Work

SHARON BOSTON

Researchers at the University of Maryland
School of Medicine have found that tradi-
tional Chinese acupuncture significantly
reduces pain and improves function for
patients with osteoarthritis of the knee,
according to the results of a 4-year study
published in the December 21, 2004, issue
of the Annals of Internal Medicine.

“Our study shows that acupuncture can
be a safe and effective complementary ther-
apy for people with osteoarthritis of the
knee,” explains Brian Berman, MD, the
principal investigator who is director of the
University of Maryland Center for
Integrative Medicine and a professor of
family medicine at the School of Medicine.

“Before taking part in our study, many
of the patients were taking anti-inflamma-
tory medicine, but they still experienced a
lot of pain. When we added acupuncture
to their treatment, the majority reported
significant improvement.”

“Osteoarthritis is the most common form
of arthritis, affecting more than 20 million
Americans,” says Marc Hochberg, MD,
MPH, a co-investigator of the study.
Hochberg is professor of medicine and head
of the Division of Rheumatology at the
School, as well as head of rheumatology at
the University of Maryland Medical Center.

According to Hochberg, “Many people
with osteoarthritis live with debilitating
pain, which forces them to limit their
activities. This research shows that
acupuncture, when used along with med-

ROSALIA SCALIA

Jesse Harris, PhD, dean of the School of
Social Work, has appointed Jennie
Dunleavy Bloom, LCSW-C, associate dean
for administration and registration, effec-
tive immediately. He also named Patricia
Boland, MSW, assistant dean for strategic
planning and sspecial projects. Bloom, a
clinical associate professor who served as
the School’s assistant dean for field instruc-
tion, succeeds Lily Gold, a 37-year veteran
who retired at
the end of
2004. Boland,
who was
director of the
School’s
Office of
Continuing
Professional
Education,
replaces
Sharon
Hodgson,
who took a
position at the University of Maryland,
College Park, at the beginning of this year.

“I know first-hand that Jennie and Pat
are the best people for these positions,”
says Harris. “Jennie’s dedication and vision
have expanded the School’s field place-
ments. She was responsible for placing more
than 700 students each academic year and is
certain to bring the same energy and excel-
lence to her role as associate dean.

“Pat’s dedication and vision have con-
tributed largely to the success of our con-
tinuing education program. I have no

doubt that Pat will continue to bring her
superb skills to the special projects and
strategic planning efforts.”

After receiving her MSW in 1975,
Bloom returned to the School in 1979 as
an instructor in the training department,
responsible for a wide range of social serv-
ices training programs for professional
public social workers. In 1989, she became
director of the department, a position she
held until 1992, when she became a clinical
instructor at the University of Maryland,

Baltimore
County’s
Department
of Social
Work, the
School’s
undergraduate
education
arm. She
returned to
the UMB
campus in
1997, to serve
as assistant

dean for field instruction until her current
promotion.

Boland joined the School’s Office of
Continuing Professional Education in
September 1998 and worked as program
manager for 5 years before being named
director in January 2004. In the latter
capacity, she directed the office in all
aspects of its operation, including design,
development, marketing, implementation,
and evaluation of 100 programs yearly,
serving social workers and mental health
professionals throughout the region.

Bloom Boland

Acupuncture Aids Osteoarthritis Patients
ication, can help relieve symptoms and
improve people’s ability to participate in
their usual activities.”

The Phase III randomized controlled
trial followed 570 participants—the largest
group ever
for an
acupunc-
ture study.
Researchers
divided the
participants
into three
groups.
One group
received
education
about
arthritis,
another
received
traditional
Chinese
acupuncture, and the third received sham
acupuncture.

“The participants really couldn’t tell
whether they were receiving the real or the
sham acupuncture,” explains Lixing Lao,
MD, PhD, a licensed acupuncturist and
study investigator who is an associate pro-
fessor of family medicine at the School.
“We chose specific places for the needles to
be inserted, based on traditional Chinese
medicine. Those who received the sham
acupuncture may have felt the edge of the
guide tube, but the actual needle did not
go in.”

“At the end of the 26 weeks, patients
receiving traditional Chinese acupuncture
had greater improvement in both pain
relief and function, when compared to the
sham acupuncture and the education
groups,” says Berman.

But the benefits were not evident right
away. Among those who received real
acupuncture, their pain was not signifi-
cantly reduced compared to the sham
acupuncture group until week 14. On the
function score, researchers saw a difference
after 8 weeks of real acupuncture compared
to the sham procedure. Overall, patients
receiving genuine acupuncture reported a
40 percent improvement in both pain and
function from their baseline scores.

During the trial, seven acupuncturists
treated participants at three sites: The
University of Maryland Center for
Integrative Medicine at Kernan Hospital in
Baltimore; the Innovative Medical
Research Center in Towson, Md.; and the
Hospital for Special Surgery in New York
City.

“For the first time, a clinical trial with
sufficient rigor, size, and duration has
shown that acupuncture reduces the pain
and functional impairment of osteoarthritis
of the knee,” says Stephen E. Straus, MD,
director of the National Center for
Complementary and Alternative Medicine.
This center and the National Institute of
Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and Skin
Diseases, both of which are part of the
National Institutes of Health, provided
funding for the study.

Dr. Lao inserts needles.
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LAURELS

Dental School
Douglas M. Barnes, DDS, and BDS
Dental Laboratory have been selected to
receive a Maryland Industrial Partnerships
award of $154,500 for their study titled
“CAD–CAM-Generated Dental Crowns,”
beginning in February 2005. This study
will clinically evaluate CAD–CAM Cercon
(Dentsply Prosthetics) all-ceramic restora-
tions used in conjunction with a new den-
tal cement. BDS Dental Laboratory is
fabricating the restorations for this trial
using the new Cercon technology. 

Douglas M. Barnes, DDS, James C.
Gingell, DDS, and Jeffrey A. Rajaski,
DDS, were awarded a $36,076 grant,
“Clinical Evaluation of Calibra Cement for
Indirect Posterior Restorations,” sponsored
by Dentsply/Caulk. This study, for which
Barnes is the primary investigator, will
evaluate a new dental restorative material
to be used for tooth color fillings.        

Carl Driscoll, DMD, was elected as the
newest member of the American Board of
Prosthodontics. He will serve a 7-year term
as one of seven board examiners.

For the seventh consecutive year, Howard
E. Strassler, DMD, has been listed by
Dentistry Today as one of the top continuing-
education presenters in the United States.
The listing appeared in the December 2004
issue of Dentistry Today.

Kathryn Spears, RDH, BS, is president and
founder of the Harford/Cecil County Dental
Hygienists’ Association. Spears is a part-time
faculty member and a graduate student in
the dental hygiene master’s program.

School of Law
Christopher Brown,  MA,  JD, associate
professor, received the Dorothy Beatty
Award for 2004 from the Women’s Law
Center of Maryland.

Mark Graber, PhD, MA, JD, professor of
government and law, published a paper,
“Election Law and the Courts,” on the
election page of the American Political
Science Association’s Web site. Visit
www.apsanet.org/about/media/elections/
courts.cfm to review.

Robert Percival, MA, JD, director of the
Environmental Law Program and the Robert
B. Stanton Distinguished Professor of Law,
presented “Mining Wastes: Historical
Perspective and Existing Regulatory
Framework” to the National Research
Council’s Committee on Mine Placement of
Coal Combustion Wastes, located at the
National Academy of Sciences in
Washington, D.C., on Oct. 27, 2004.

Peter Quint, LLB, the Jacob A. France
Professor of Constitutional Law, served as
the moderator for a “Panel on South
Africa: Constitution Building.” This panel
was held at the annual meeting of the
American Society of Comparative Law at
the University of Michigan Law School in
Ann Arbor, Mich. on Oct. 23, 2004. 

Robin Fretwell Wilson, JD, associate pro-
fessor, presented “Remove the Threat, Not
the Child: A Test Case for Professor
Garrison’s Public Health Approach” at the
Conference on The State Construction of
Families: Foster Care, Termination of
Parental Rights, and Adoption, held at the
University of Virginia School of Law in
Charlottesville, Va., on Oct. 29, 2004. The
conference was sponsored by The
University of Virginia’s Center for
Children, Families, and the Law. 

School of Nursing
Brenda Afzal, MS, RN, project manager,
Environmental Health and Education
Center, has been named first vice president
for the Maryland Nurses Association’s
board of directors.

Todd Ambrosia, PhD, RN, CRNP, assis-
tant professor, Department of Family and
Community Health, was selected as a
National Bravewell Fellow for the
University of Arizona’s Associate Fellowship
for Integrative Medicine, which is part of a
consortium of universities in which the
University of Maryland, Baltimore, partici-
pates. This one-year fellowship is fully
funded by Bravewell Philanthropic
Collaborative for Integrative Medicine.

Jeffrey Johnson, PhD, professor,
Department of Family and Community
Health, gave an invited presentation on
globalization and health at the meeting;
“Organization of Work and Women’s
Health–Research Gaps and Needs:
Meeting of Experts,” organized by the
National Institute of Occupational Safety
and Health.  The meeting was held 
Dec. 3, 2004, in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Karen Kauffman, PhD, CRNP, BC, asso-
ciate professor, Department of Family and
Community Health, has been invited by
the secretary of Maryland’s Department of
Health and Mental Hygiene to serve on
the Community Choice Advisory Group.
The group is charged with improving a
Medicaid waiver that will mandate all
dually eligible people into community-
based managed care. The advisory group,
composed of approximately 38 consumers,
providers, advocates, and legislators, is also
charged with ensuring effective implemen-
tation of the waiver.

Cara Krulewitch, PhD, RN, CNM, assis-
tant professor, Department of Family and
Community Health, was recently elected
to the governing board of the Southern
Nursing Research Society (SNRS). The
purpose of the SNRS, which was founded
in 1986, is to advance nursing research,
promote the dissemination and utilization
of research findings, facilitate the career
development of nurses and nursing stu-
dents as researchers, enhance communica-
tion among members, and promote the
image of nursing as a scientific discipline.

Patricia Morton, PhD, RN, CRNP,
FAAN, professor, Department of
Occupational Safety and Allied Health,
and assistant dean for master’s studies,
coauthored Critical Care Nursing: A
Holistic Approach, Eighth Edition,
Lippincott, Williams & Wilkens, with
Dorrie Fontaine, RN, DNSC, FAAN
(former School of Nursing faculty mem-
ber), Carolyn Hudak and Barbara Gallo.  

The following School faculty members also
contributed to the text: Tonya Appleby,
RN, CCRN, MSN, CRNP; Therese
Craig, MSN; Conrad Gordon, MS;
Thomasine Guberski, PhD; Kathy
Hausman, PhD; Karen Johnson, PhD;
Jane Kapustin, MS; Sandra McLeskey,
PhD; Nancy Munro, Barbara Resnick,
PhD, CRNP, FAAN; Caleb Rogovin,
CRNA, MS, CCRN, CEN; and VValerie
Sabol, MSN. In addition, 21 alumni, four
former faculty members, and six preceptors
contributed to the book.

Susan Newbold, MS ’83, RN, BC,
FAAN, FHIMSS, a doctoral student, co-
presented “Technology’s Role in Addressing
Maryland’s Nursing Shortage: Innovations
& Examples,” which received honorable

School of Pharmacy
C. Daniel Mullins, PhD, chair,
Department of Pharmaceutical Health
Services Research, has been appointed a
member of the Health Systems Research
study section, Division of Scientific Review
Office of Extramural Research, Education,
and Priority Populations, for the Agency
for Healthcare Research and Quality, a fed-
eral agency in Rockville, Md.

School of Social Work
Diane DePanfilis, PhD, assistant dean for
research and associate professor, received
recognition from the Maryland House of
Delegates and the Maryland Senate for her
designation as UMB Research Lecturer of
the Year. The House of Delegates official
citation was presented by Del. Michael
Busch, Speaker of the House on Nov. 29,
and the Senate resolution was sponsored by
Sen. John Astle on Dec. 1, 2004.

Geoffrey Greif, DSW, associate dean and
professor, coauthored the article,
“Common Themes in Clinical Work with
Women Who are Domestically Violent,”
with staff from the House of Ruth in
Baltimore, Md. It was published in the 
January 2005 issue of the American Journal
of Family Therapy.

Larry Ortiz, PhD, associate professor, and
coauthor Lydia Gonzalez Arizmendi, had
their article, “Neighborhood and
Community Organizing in Colonias: A
Case Study in the Development and Use of
Promotoras,” published in the Journal of
Community Practice.

Howard A. Palley, PhD, professor, pre-
sented a paper, “Canada’s Health Care
System: Some Aspects of the Varied
Development of Provincial Health Care
Delivery Systems Within a Federal
Framework,” coauthored with Pierre-Gerlier
Forest, professor of political science at Laval
University, at the annual meeting of the
Southern Political Science Association held
recently in New Orleans, La.

Shoshana Ringel, PhD, assistant professor,
published an article, “Psychodynamic
Perspectives on Relationship: Implications of
New Findings From Human Attachment
and the Neurosciences for Social Work
Education,” in Families in Society.

A number of SSW faculty and doctoral
students presented papers and posters at
the 10th Annual Society for Social Work
Research Meeting in January 2005 in
Miami, Fla. Participants included Toni
Cascio, PhD, associate professor; Karen
Hopkins, PhD, associate professor;
Cheryl Hyde, PhD, associate professor;
Melissa Littlefield, PhD, assistant profes-
sor; and Carmen Morano, PhD, assistant
professor, as well as doctoral students
Donna Bliss, Amy Cohen-Callow, David
Dia, and Charles Smith.

Office of the President
Mary Leach, PhD, senior advisor to the
president, was recently elected secretary of
the International Society for Urban Health
(ISUH), an organization created by the
New York Academy of Medicine and the
University of Toronto. ISUH brings
together international researchers, scholars,
and professionals from various disciplines
to study the effects of urbanization on
health and to develop programs to pro-
mote the well-being of people living in
urban areas. 

mention in the media awards category at
the American Academy of Nursing’s
Annual Meeting, held in Washington,
D.C., in November 2004.   

Doctoral student Susan Newbold, MS
’83, RN, BC, FAAN, FHIMSS, and mas-
ter’s student Jason Windsor, BSN, RN
(Capt. U.S. Army), were recently awarded
Healthcare Information Management
Systems Society (HIMSS) scholarships of
$5,000 each and an all-expense-paid trip to
the annual HIMSS Conference and
Exhibition. 

School of Medicine
Jaswinder Khosla, MD, a fellow in the
Department of Neurology, was the lead
author on an abstract presented at a recent
meeting of the American Neurological
Association. The abstract, titled “West Nile
Virus Presenting as Opsoclonus-myoclonus
Cerebellar Ataxia,” was coauthored by
Martin J. Edelman, MD, associate profes-
sor, Department of Medicine, and Stephen
G. Reich, MD, professor, Department of
Neurology.

Olivia D. Carter-Pokras, PhD, associate
professor, Department of Epidemiology
and Preventive Medicine, and Claudia R.
Baquet, MD, MPH, associate dean for
policy and planning and associate professor
in the same department, were instrumental
in having a special issue of The American
Journal of Managed Care funded and pub-
lished in September 2004. The issue was
titled “Healthcare Disparities and Models
for Change.”

Sandra A. McCombe Waller, PhD, PT,
NCS, assistant professor, Department of
Physical Therapy and Rehabilitation
Science, has secured a pilot, one-year grant
for $20,000 from the Claude D. Pepper
Older Americans Independence Center for
her research in the area of stroke and the
effect of central motor control mechanisms
in response to short-term, unilateral-versus-
bilateral training.

J. Glenn Morris Jr., MD, MPH, professor
and chair, Department of Epidemiology
and Preventive Medicine, was awarded a
$600,000 grant from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s National Integrated Food
Safety Initiative for his work in developing
computer models for ranking the public
health impact of foodborne hazards.

Andrew N. Pollack, MD, associate profes-
sor, Department of Orthopaedics, has been
named a member of the Maryland Health
Care Commission by Gov. Robert L.
Ehrlich Jr.

Robert Schwarcz, PhD, professor in the
departments of Psychiatry, Pharmacology
and Experimental Therapeutics, and
Pediatrics, has been named director of neu-
roscience research within the Department
of Psychiatry. In this role, he will establish
and direct processes related to ongoing
neuroscience research needs and initiatives,
develop meritorious grant proposals to
internal and external sponsors and funding
agencies, recruit neuroscience faculty, and
allocate resources to promote the depart-
ment’s research efforts. Schwarcz has been
a faculty member at the School since 1979.

Lisa M. Shulman, MD, associate profes-
sor, Department of Neurology, has been
elected to the American Neurological
Association, an honor conferred on senior
academic neurology faculty after a vote by
their peers.
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School of Nursing Plays International
Role in Mental Health Care
ROSALIA SCALIA

Mental and behavioral disorders disrupt
lives and cause enormous suffering to peo-
ple of all ages. As of 2001, these illnesses—
such as depression, substance abuse,
schizophrenia, and Alzheimer’s disease—
represented 11.5 percent of the global bur-
den of disease, accounting for 28 percent
of all years of life lived with disability and
contributing to the rise in mortality levels.

According to the Pan American Health
Organization/World Health Organization
(PAHO/WHO), 114 million people in the
Americas suffered from mental illnesses in
1990, and that number is projected to
increase to 176 million by 2010.
PAHO/WHO is working to attack the
problem head-on.

In 2002, the School of Nursing was
named the first PAHO/WHO
Collaborating Centre for Mental Health
Nursing in the world. It is one of only two
institutions in the world designated as a
Nursing Collaborating Centre in the area
of mental health. The centre focuses on
education, training, research, and quality-
of-care projects that span interdisciplinary
collaborations with institutions in South
and Central America, Mexico, and the
Caribbean to advance mental health care.

The initial, 5-year commitment to
PAHO/WHO is to: (1) strengthen the
knowledge base of mental health education
and practice; (2) improve access to quality

care provided by mental health personnel;
(3) develop community health worker edu-
cation programs; and (4) advance interdis-
ciplinary research focused on mental health
promotion.

“We are extremely honored to have the
only PAHO/WHO Collaborating Centre
in the nation—focused specifically on men-
tal health nursing—housed within our
School,” says Janet Allan, PhD, RN, CS,
FAAN, dean of the School of Nursing and
director of the centre. “This collaborative
effort with our colleagues in Latin and
Central America and the Caribbean will
strengthen the knowledge base of mental
health nursing and practice, and it will offer
opportunities for faculty and student
involvement in a variety of exciting initia-
tives,” she adds.

During a two-year pre-designation
period, the School established mechanisms
for technical cooperation in mental health
nursing at the national and regional levels
in the Americas. Although the designation
does not bring the School financial
resources directly, it allows the School to
create specific projects that address the
growing need for mental health treatments
and to raise funds to implement them.

According to Sally Raphel, MS,
APRN/PMH, FAAN, deputy director of
the centre, the School hopes to advance
three collaborative projects that focus on
research, education, and practice. For
instance, a project with the International

Society of Psychiatric Nurses and Sigma
Theta Tau International in Panama will
seek to train mental health workers
(including nurses) according to local needs,
creating best practices that offer safe and
effective nursing services.

Another key project is a 14-country col-
laboration to design curriculum guidelines
for basic mental health nurses’ training in
universities and programs of South and
Central America and Mexico. The results
will be published and disseminated in 2005.

“The idea is to focus on mental health
promotion and the prevention of illness by
strengthening nurses’ abilities to provide
quality care and support human rights.
This role includes the obligation to safe-
guard the health and mental health rights
of patients, ensuring that they and their
caregivers receive appropriate information
before consenting to treatment or partici-
pating in research,” she says.

Another project in the planning stages
focuses on research for adolescent HIV
risk-reduction interventions and partner-
ship proposals in the area of substance
abuse prevention.

The Collaborating Centre will also aid
in the effort to establish a unified nursing
information system shared between coun-
tries, developing databases of mental health
programs and experts in the region. It will
offer opportunities for online courses and
training, while helping to increase best prac-
tices and leadership in mental health nursing.

Plans for Women’s
History Month

ROSALIA SCALIA

“Get Real! During Women’s History
Month!” The annual celebration next
month will explore several popular
women’s topics. Special presentations are
scheduled for March 1, 8, 15, and 29—
from noon to 1 p.m. each day—at the
Dental Museum.

One session, titled “Iron Chef,” will fea-
ture a cooking demonstration. Another
presentation, “The Amazing Race: Exercise
to Win,” will introduce fitness programs
and exercise techniques. A third session,
labeled “The Swan: Reinvent Your Beauty
Regimen,” will review skin care, beauty
treatments, and makeup applications. In
addition, home repair and redecorating
ideas will be featured in a lecture on
“Trading Spaces: A Demonstration on
Fixing and Fauxing.”

Snacks and drinks will be provided during
the lunchtime brown-bag series. Attendance
is free, but registration is required. Check 
the March issue of the VOICE and the
University’s Web site for further details and
information about registration.

According to the fall 2004 enrollment

report, women students continue to 

outnumber men in the majority of UMB

programs. Men are a majority in only the

dental post-graduate and evening law 

(JD) programs. The Office of Institutional

Research and Planning reports that

women students make up 72 percent of

the total enrollment of 5,602 students. 

WOMEN AT UMB
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Campus Fund-raising Report
As of Dec. 31, 2004, the midway point of
the current fiscal year, the University had
raised $33.3 million from private sources,
or 64 percent of its $52-million fund-rais-
ing goal. At the same point last fiscal year,
the University had raised only $26.3 mil-
lion. This year’s total reflects a nearly 27
percent increase in private support. It is
also noteworthy that research gifts have
risen significantly, totaling almost $19 mil-
lion to date, while last fiscal year’s total was
$12.5 million.

UMB Advocacy Events in Annapolis
UMB students, faculty, staff, and alumni
will have the opportunity to meet members
of the Maryland legislature and participate
in advocacy events during the 2005 session
of the Maryland General Assembly in
Annapolis. A number of events include
professional associations.

Feb. 17: School of Pharmacy, Maryland
Pharmacy Coalition Pharmacy Day.
Feb. 20–25: Campus Showcase Week,
weeklong event to showcase the campus.
Feb. 22: School of Nursing, Maryland
Nurses Association briefing and reception.
March 3: School of Social Work, National
Association of Social Workers Social Work
Day. Visit www.oea.umaryland.edu/gov for
updates or call the Office of Government
and Community Affairs at 410-269-5087.

Annapolis Courier Service
A one-way courier service from the
University’s Government and Community
Affairs Office in Annapolis to the
Baltimore campus is operating during the
2005 session of the Maryland General
Assembly. The service is in effect until
April 14. Mail is being picked up from 44
West St., Annapolis, and couriered to the

two locations on the Baltimore campus
specified below.
Time and Days of Pick-Up in Annapolis
12:30 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 44 West Street.
Delivery Destination in Baltimore
By 1:45 p.m. to the UMB campus mail-
room in the basement of Howard Hall,
660 W. Redwood Street.
By 2:30 p.m. to the UMMS Corporate
Office, Suite 880, 250 W. Pratt Street.
For more information, please contact
Debby Koerner or Diane Lopez at 410-
269-5087 or dkoerner@umaryland.edu.
Contacts for campus mail are Paul Crouse,
6-3700, or Larry Butler, 6-6619. Contact
for UMMS mail is Ken Rayman, 8-6255.

Financial Aid Office News
The Financial Aid Office recently moved
to 111 S. Greene Street, Suite 104. It is
now in the same building as Student
Accounting and the Office of the Registrar.
“Students tell us that they like our new
location very much,” says Debra Steinbach,
program management specialist. “The new
location is more convenient for students
who need assistance from all three offices.”

The Financial Aid Office also recently
hired two new counselors: Stacy Harrison
for the law school and Michael Cummings
for the medical school and the physical
therapy program.

Note that the FAFSA form (Free
Application for Federal Student Aid) needs
to be filed by March 1. Go to www.fafsa.
ed.gov. For additional news, updates, and
financial aid FAQs, visit the Financial Aid
Office online at www.umaryland.edu/fin.

HS/HSL Web Site Redesign
The Health Sciences and Human Services
Library (HS/HSL) invites users to help the
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library redesign its Web site to improve
access to its resources and services. There
are three ways to give us your input. You
can take a couple of minutes to answer
seven quick questions on our Web site, or
you can participate in a focus group and
tell us what features you want to see on the
site. Each focus group takes about 90 min-
utes and includes lunch. To participate in a
focus group or answer the seven questions,
go to www.hshsl.umaryland.edu/main.html.

You may also help us by using the Rate-
This-Page icon in the upper right-hand cor-
ner of many of the library’s Web pages. By
clicking on the icon, you can rate the
design and content of the page. For more
information, contact Patty Hinegardner at
phinegar@hshsl.umaryland.edu.

The faculty library liaisons have recently
created “Discipline/Profession” pages for
dentistry, law (health law), medical/
research technology, medicine, nursing,
parish nursing, pharmacy, physical therapy,
and social work. These pages include links
to resources on associations, board exams
and career resources, evidence-based prac-
tice, government resources, statistics, style
manuals, tutorials, and UMB resources.
For additional information, go to
www.hshsl.umaryland.edu/ resources and click
on one of the disciplines.

HS/HSL New Food Policy, Reminders
The HS/HSL has revised its food and bev-
erage policy. Beverages may be consumed if
they are in covered or spill-proof contain-
ers. Snack food and fruits may be con-
sumed only in designated areas: group
study rooms and the second and third
floors of the tower. Snacks are not permit-
ted at the computers, in the stacks, or in
common areas of the library. Hot foods or
foods that must be eaten with utensils are

not permitted in the library. To view the
complete policy, go to the About the
Library section of the Web site and select
“Library Policies.”

The HS/HSL would like to remind
patrons that it has designated floors 3-5 as
“Quieter Floors.” The glass doors on the
main staircase’s third-floor landing are closed
in order to reduce noise traveling up the
stairs. Also, please remember to turn cell
phone ringers down, or to “vibrate,” when
entering the HS/HSL. Patrons should depart
from open areas of the library to answer or
talk on their cell phones.

In Memoriam: Ron Guiles, PhD
Ron Guiles, PhD, an associate professor in
the pharmaceutical sciences department in
the School of Pharmacy, passed away on
Jan. 9 after a protracted illness. “Ron strug-
gled with a severe health problem over the
last 2 years but continued to keep up with
his faculty responsibilities,” says Natalie
Eddington, PhD, professor and chair of
the department. “Ron was a productive
member of our faculty for 13 years.”

DINSHAW DADACHANJI

After more than 21
years of dedicated
service to the UMB
community, Valerie
Rolandelli has moved
to the University of
Maryland University
College (UMUC) to
take the position of assistant vice president
for procurement and business affairs.

At UMB, Rolandelli started as an entry-
level buyer and progressively worked her way
up to becoming director of facilities and spe-
cial contracting. For the past several years,
her responsibilities involved the procurement
and management of construction and archi-
tectural contracts, not only for UMB, but
also for other USM institutions in the
Baltimore area.

Some of the significant projects
Rolandelli has worked on include the
Health Sciences Facilities II building, the
Environmental Health and Safety building,
the Health Sciences and Human Services
Library, the Pharmacy Learning Center,
and the School of Law/School of Social
Work building. She also played an impor-
tant role in the effort to reach out to
minority business enterprises.

“Val deeply understood what the busi-
ness of UMB is about,” remarked Terrence
Smith, MPA, senior associate vice president
for operations and planning. “She worked
with each of the schools and organizations
on the campus to help them acquire what
they need to carry out the core mission of
the University.” 

“I will truly miss all of the many people I
have worked with through the years, espe-
cially my wonderful staff,” said Rolandelli.

Farewell to 
Valerie Rolandelli

Valerie Rolandelli

A gift made in honor of a loved one, teacher,

student, or colleague is a wonderful way to 

recognize a person’s life and accomplishments

or to commemorate a special occasion, such 

as a birthday, graduation, or anniversary. For

more information or to contribute to UMB

online, visit www.giving.umaryland.edu.

GIVING TO UMB
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Leadership in Law Awards
DANIELLE SWEENEY

The Honorable Albert J. Matricciani Jr.,’73,
judge of the Circuit Court for Baltimore
City, was named top winner of the Maryland
Leadership in Law Award for 2004, a dis-
tinction presented by The Daily Record and
Clifton Gunderson LLP.

Every year, nominations for the Maryland
Leadership in Law awards are solicited from
across the state, and a panel of judges
chooses 24 winners. Award nominees are
judged in two key areas: how their efforts
have bettered their profession and communi-
ties, and how, through mentoring, they have
promoted the next generation of professional
and community leaders. 

In addition to Matricciani, six other
alumni and two faculty members of the
School of Law were chosen to receive the
2004 Maryland Leadership in Law awards.

The alumni winners were: Roberto N.
Allen, ’97, of Saul Ewing LLP; the
Honorable Toni E. Clarke, ’86, judge for
the Circuit Court for Prince George’s
County; Cynthia Fenimore, ’80, chief attor-
ney at the Western Maryland Office of Legal
Aid Bureau, Inc.; Michael C. Hodes, ’75,
principal with Hodes, Ulman, Pessin &
Katz, P.A.;  Elizabeth Lena Julian, ’78, public
defender for Baltimore City; and Steven
VanGrack, ’74, of VanGrack, Axelson,
Williamowsky, Bender & Fishman, P.C.

Winners from the School’s faculty were
professors Larry S. Gibson, JD, and Roger
C. Wolf, JD. In addition, the winners’ list
included Morton P. Fisher Jr., of Ballard
Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP. He is a
member of the board of trustees for the
University of Maryland Baltimore
Foundation, Inc.

The awards were presented last November.

The University of Maryland Medical
Center (UMMC) is the first hospital in
the state to receive designation from the
Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations as a Primary
Stroke Center.

“This designation acknowledges the
excellence of the entire stroke team,
which includes doctors, nurses, thera-
pists, technicians, researchers, and sup-
port staff,” explains Marian LaMonte,
MD, director of the Brain Attack Team
at UMMC and associate professor of

neurology at the School of Medicine.
“We know that rapid treatment for

stroke, particularly the use of clot-bust-
ing drugs, can save lives and reduce dis-
ability,” says William Weiner, MD,
chief of neurology at UMMC and pro-
fessor and chairman of neurology at the
School of Medicine. “However, these
drugs can only be used within the first
few hours after someone has a stroke—
that’s why it’s so critical to have a multi-
disciplinary team in place that can
respond rapidly in these cases.”

UMMC Now Primary Stroke Center
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Feb. 7-14: The High School Brain Art 
and Literature Exhibit. Outside the MSTF
Auditorium. The exhibit will display the
free-hand and computer-generated art and
sculpture of Maryland high school students.
The Art and Literature Competitions are in
celebration of Brain Awareness Week.

Feb. 17: The Maryland Brain Bee at the
Maryland Science Center. 5–9 p.m. The
Maryland Brain Bee is a neuroscience compe-
tition for high school students. The winner
goes on to the National Championship,
which will be held on the UMB campus in
March, during Brain Awareness Week. 

Feb. 19-20: Family Science Days in
Washington, D.C., at the Marriott Wardman
Hotel. The exhibits, demonstrations, and
classes are part of the annual convention of
the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science and are open to everyone. 

Feb. 20: The Dr. Samuel D. Harris
National Museum of Dentistry will present
the popular annual family program in cele-
bration of George Washington’s birthday
from 1 to 4 p.m. Audiences will enjoy a
highly interactive performance presented by
historical interpreter Dean Malissa from
Philadelphia’s famed American Historical
Theatre. Two performances, one at 1:30 p.m.
and another at 3 p.m., are scheduled.

Feb. 23: Graduate School Seminar,
“Mediation and the Resolution of Conflicts
in the Workplace.” Roger C. Wolf, JD, pro-
fessor, School of Law, will present the semi-
nar in the multipurpose meeting room at
the Student Center at Pine Street.

March 18-19: The International Brain Bee,
a live competition that tests the neuro-
science knowledge of high school students,
will be held at UMMS. Young men and
women from all over North America com-
pete to find the “best brain” in the event,
which is coordinated by UMB and NIH.
For more information, visit http://web.sfn.
org/baw/bee.cfm.

Women’s Health 
Research Grants
PAT HAWTHORNE

The Women’s Health Research Group
(WHRG) is now accepting applications for
its Annual Research Grant Awards in
Women’s Health. Established in 1997, the
awards promote interdisciplinary research
and encourage new investigators at the
University in the study of women’s health
issues.

Funding for four to five projects averaging
$7,000 each is anticipated for this year,
marking the ninth year for these awards.
Researchers from all schools at the University
are eligible to apply, as are students and fel-
lows working closely with a faculty mentor.

A total of 58 grants have been awarded
over the past eight years, for projects at five
of the seven schools on the UMB campus.
Funded research topics range from heart dis-
ease, depression, and cancer to reproductive
health, aging, and drug metabolism.

Composed of UMB faculty and students,
the Women’s Health Research Group has
provided an intellectual community for the
interdisciplinary study of women’s health
since 1992. Through conferences and semi-
nars, the group has created a forum for
investigators to present scientific findings
and discuss research efforts. Additionally, it
provides educational programs on women’s
health issues and supports initiatives to
enhance funding opportunities for women’s
health scientists at UMB. The WHRG is
based in the Department of Epidemiology
and Preventive Medicine in the School of
Medicine.

Applications for this grant year are
due April 18, 2005 for funding to begin
Sept. 1, 2005. Application packets are
available in print and electronic format
from WHRG, Howard Hall, Room 100E,
6-2866. Visit http://medschool.umaryland.
edu/womenshealth/whrg/grants.html for
more information.

CPR Courses
Health professionals can take CPR renewal
classes at the Dental School (General
Practice clinic A, first floor) on the follow-
ing dates: Feb. 15 and 23; March 14, 15,
and 18. All classes (except on March 14)
will be held from 8 to 10 a.m. The class on
March 14 will be from 10 a.m. to noon.

Preregistration, with prepayment of
$40.00, is required; walk-ins will not be
accepted. The textbook costs $10.00. To
register or get more information, contact
Robert Bennett, PhD, CPR training pro-
gram director, at 410-706-3622.


