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CAMPUS BRIEFS

University Co-hosts Urban Health
Conference
Educators, researchers, public health practi-
tioners, and urban planners from various
countries were among the attendees of the
sixth International Conference on Urban
Health, co-sponsored by the University and
held in Baltimore in the fall.

“Harnessing the Power of Technology to
Achieve Behavior Change and Improve
Urban Health” addressed the relationship
between technological developments and
urban health issues such as behavioral inter-
ventions in developing countries, and racial
and ethnic disparities in urban environ-
ments. Key sponsors of the conference, held
at the Sheraton Baltimore City Center
Hotel, were the University of Maryland,
Baltimore; Johns Hopkins University’s
Bloomberg School of Public Health; and 
the International Society for Urban Health.

Dental School Faculty Visit 
Korean Schools
Ronald Dubner, DDS, PhD, professor and
chair of the Dental School’s Department of
Biomedical Sciences, and Jin Ro, PhD, assis-
tant professor at the Dental School, visited
three dental schools in Korea in the fall to
present lectures and discuss potential
research collaborations.

Dubner and Ro visited the dental schools
at Kyung Hee University, Kyungpook
National University, and Seoul National
University. Topics they addressed with stu-
dents included advances in pain research.
While there, Ro was named an adjunct asso-
ciate professor at Kyung Hee University.

Dubner and Ro also spoke about pain
topics at the annual Asian Academy of
Craniofacial Mandibular Dysfunction
Meeting in Seoul. Dubner was the meeting’s
keynote speaker. 

Leadership Seminar Offered 
on Emotional Intelligence
Emotional intelligence—the capacity 
to effectively recognize and manage your

emotions and those of others—is the subject
of a two-part leadership seminar on campus.
Participants have already completed part one.

Part two, open to anyone who has com-
pleted part one, will take place Feb. 6. The
seminar starts over with part one in the
spring.

The program is available to the entire
campus community. The cost for each day-
long session is $840 and includes lunch and
materials. To register, or for more informa-
tion, call 6-5615.

The seminar is presented by the
University Consulting Group, which pro-
vides leadership training and organization-
development consulting for institutes of
higher education as well as professional asso-
ciations and volunteer boards. Services
include coaching for executives, customized
leadership-development programs, resolution
of interpersonal and organizational conflict,
and department retreats.

Advocacy Events Planned 
in Annapolis
University students, faculty, staff, and
alumni can meet members of the Maryland
General Assembly in Annapolis and partici-
pate in advocacy events on the following
dates during the legislature’s 2008 session:

Jan. 14: School of Law Legislative 
Alumni Reception

Jan. 15: School of Medicine Legislative 
Advocacy Day

Feb. 6: Maryland State Dental 
Association Dental Day

Feb. 13: Maryland Nurses Association 
Briefing and Reception

Feb. 14: Maryland Pharmacy Coalition 
Pharmacy Day

Feb. 27: National Association of Social 
Workers Social Work Day

For more information, call the
University’s Office of Government and
Community Affairs at 410-269-5087.

Volunteers at Project Feast, ready to serve.

ED FISHEL

It’s a Thanksgiving tradition that began nearly two decades ago. Each year, students from
the University of Maryland School of Medicine organize Project Feast to feed hundreds of
Baltimore’s homeless and needy families on Thanksgiving. The event draws volunteers
from all of the schools on campus and many returning volunteers from the community. 

At 5:30 a.m., workers began preparing food for the meal that was served in the cafete-
ria of Booker T. Washington Middle School starting at 11 a.m. By the time the doors
opened this year, the line stretched around the school—several hundred people were fed
before the workers finished at 7 p.m.

“We are thankful for the many blessings in our lives. Project Feast is a great opportu-
nity to give thanks, together, as a community, and build strength and tradition in West
Baltimore,” said Sarah Bui and Jennie Hart, organizers of Project Feast and students in the
School of Medicine.

In addition to the meal, students collected clothing, toiletries, and nonperishable goods
that were distributed in the school’s auditorium.

Project Feast Feeds Hundreds
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Maryland Magazine Highlights Global Outreach
“Making An Impact Worldwide”—the
theme of UMB’s $650 million capital
campaign—is echoed in the 2008 issue
of Maryland magazine, which hits
newsstands in early January.

The magazine spotlights global out-
reach through such programs as part-
nerships between Thailand and the
School of Pharmacy, the School of
Nursing’s efforts to train African nurses
and health care workers to fight AIDS,
and the School of Law’s international
public interest program that affords
students the opportunity to effect
social change around the world.

School of Medicine stories feature
one group of researchers that is leading
a quiet revolution to reduce the infant
mortality rate in India and another
group working with Italian colleagues
to rewrite the care script for post-stroke

patients. The Dental School’s interna-
tional outreach program is highlighted
and, closer to home, a team of School
of Social Work professors is spotlighted
in its work with Maryland’s Depart-
ment of Human Resources to fight for
better services for children.

Maryland magazine is published
annually by the Communications
Office in the Office of External Affairs
and distributed to more than 63,000
alumni, donors, legislators, and friends
of the University. The magazine’s edito-
rial review board is made up of repre-
sentatives from throughout the
University. For copies of the magazine,
contact the Office of External Affairs at
6-7820 or mmagazine@umaryland.edu.
It can also be viewed online at
www.oea.umaryland.edu/
communications/magazine. 

School of Medicine Renews
U.S. Contract to Test Vaccines
REBECCA CERAUL

The National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases (NIAID), part of the
National Institutes of Health, has renewed
a contract with the University of Mary-
land School of Medicine to conduct 
clinical trials of promising vaccines 
and therapies for infectious diseases. 
The School of Medicine’s Center for
Vaccine Development (CVD) will 
receive $23.7 million over seven years 
as a Vaccine and Treatment Evaluation
Unit (VTEU) for NIAID. The CVD
VTEU and seven other national VTEUs
will enhance NIAID’s ability to respond
quickly to emerging public health needs. 

“As a VTEU, the Center for Vaccine
Development has been testing vaccines
for the federal government for more than
three decades, focusing on preventing a
wide array of infectious diseases that
affect children, adults, and the elderly,”
says Karen Kotloff, MD, a professor of
pediatrics and medicine at the School of
Medicine and principal investigator on
the VTEU grant. “Investigators at CVD
have an appreciation for the potential
impact of vaccines as a public health
tool. This renewal from NIAID provides
us with an opportunity to continue our
commitment to bringing new and
improved vaccines to populations who
can benefit from them most.”

Established in 1962, the VTEUs are a
national resource for vaccine develop-
ment. “The program has been instru-
mental in facilitating the clinical
development of vaccines that are impor-
tant for public health,” says Kotloff.
“These include vaccines for diseases such
as pandemic and seasonal influenza,

whooping cough, Norwalk virus, and
sexually transmitted diseases—which are
common in the United States—as well as
malaria, dysentery, cholera, and typhoid
fever—illnesses that primarily affect peo-
ple in developing countries.

“We have conducted several hundred
studies at our VTEU over the years, and
many innovative approaches for vaccine
delivery have been tried, including edible
vaccines, needle-free injection, and skin
patches,” Kotloff says.

Most recently, the CVD VTEU partic-
ipated in a large-scale trial to evaluate the
seasonal influenza vaccine Fluarix for use
in healthy adults in the United States.
The trial yielded the clinical information
needed to win approval from the Food
and Drug Administration in August
2005, less than a year after the trial
began. This approval helped reduce the
impact of future delays or shortages of
seasonal influenza vaccines in the United
States.

The CVD VTEU also conducted mul-
tiple studies in 2005 and 2006 on a vac-
cine for a potential pandemic strain of
influenza to determine the most effective
dose. Those studies led to the licensure
of the first FDA-approved vaccine against
a strain of H5NI avian influenza virus. 

The NIAID supports basic and
applied research to prevent, diagnose,
and treat infectious diseases such as
HIV/AIDS and other sexually transmit-
ted infections, and influenza, tuberculo-
sis, malaria, and illness from potential
agents of bioterrorism. NIAID also sup-
ports research on basic immunology,
transplantation, and immune-related dis-
orders, including autoimmune diseases,
asthma, and allergies.

AROUND CAMPUS

1. Construction on the new student center continues with steel going up. 2. Maryland’s Court

of Special Appeals met in the law school’s Ceremonial Moot Courtroom in November to hear

a variety of cases including those involving the Housing Authority of Baltimore City and

Baltimore Gas & Electric. 3. George Washington’s false teeth were actually carved from 

hippopotamus ivory. True story! Learn more about the first president and life in the Colonial

era during George Washington’s Birthday Celebration on Sunday, Feb. 17, from 1-4 p.m.

Admission: $1. The Dr. Samuel D. Harris National Museum of Dentistry, 31 S. Greene St. 

For more information, call 6-0600 or visit www.dentalmuseum.org. 
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CALENDAR

Jan. 17: School of Pharmacy Alumni
Association Meeting and Thank-a-Thon.
6-9 p.m., Paca-Pratt Building, alumni
association meeting followed by the
rescheduled Thank-a-Thon. For more
information, contact 6-8019.

Feb. 14: Valentine’s Bake Sale at law
school. 10 a.m.-6 p.m., mailbox table.
Come support the second-year day
students and buy a treat for your sweet.
For more information, contact Lisa
Elder at lelde001@umaryland.edu. 

Feb. 25: 17th Annual Black History
Month Lecture, “Hold Fast to Your
Dreams: Stories of Inspiration From the
African-American Community.” Speaker:
Linda Burnes Bolton, DrPH, RN, FAAN.
4-5:30 p.m., School of Nursing audito-
rium. Free and open to the public, though
prior registration is preferred. Reception
following lecture. For more information,
visit www.nursing.umaryland.edu/
events or call 6-3767.
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